Special Group Itinerary

Devon Wildlife in Summer
6 Days Small Group Tour - Led by Local Naturalist
Guides
06 – 11 June 2021
13 – 18 June 2021
20 – 25 June 2021

Devon Wildlife in Summer – Small Group Tour
Led by two of Devon’s most experienced naturalist guides, this exciting small group
tour takes you on a fascinating journey through Devon’s varied habitats and in search
of its most charismatic wildlife.
We will have our first wildlife encounters in East Devon’s internationally important
heathlands, geologically rich Jurassic coastline and wildlife rich River Otter. A definite
highlight will be watching one of the many families of wild Eurasian beavers living along
the River Otter, the first population in England for over 400 years. We will also visit a
wildlife friendly coastal farm where the nationally rare cirl bunting is bouncing back
along with other species such as brown hare and skylark.
After two nights of beaver watching and exploration of East Devon, we move to a
historic hotel on the edge of Dartmoor National Park for three nights. We venture out
into the rugged landscapes of Dartmoor where ancient woodlands harbour rare bird
life and upland pastures full of fascinating insect and plant life can be found.
We spend a day cruising the coast of Torbay, a UNESCO Global Geopark with a
surprisingly diverse marine life offshore. Our dedicated natural history boat trip will give
the best chance of memorable encounters with pods of playful common dolphins and
harbour porpoises, curious Atlantic grey seals and abundant seabirds. The headland
of Berry Head, a National Nature Reserve, will reveal resplendent coastal wildflower
colour and is also notable for nesting seabirds, butterflies and geological history.
On another day we will visit the rolling hills and wooded valleys of Exmoor National
Park, home to southwest England’s last population of red deer and the iconic Exmoor
pony. We will also spend evenings watching badgers up close at a purpose-built hide,
greater horseshoe bats hunting along green lanes and the entertaining display flights
of European nightjars over the heathland.
Accommodation is of a good standard and the many trails make this an active and
highly rewarding itinerary. The group has been kept deliberately small to maximise
wildlife viewing and access to your guides, both of whom have extensive and profound
knowledge of the region’s surprisingly abundant natural history.
Please note that for 2020 we are running these departures on a drive yourself basis.
Each participant will need to travel to each of the specified locations themselves in
their own private vehicle. Detailed locations, maps and satnav address es will be
provided.

ITINERARY IN BRIEF
Day 1

Today you arrive at your hotel in the East Devon countryside. Meet and
greet before dinner. In the evening depart for beaver watching along the
River Otter. O/n SYON HOUSE.

Day 2

Morning exploration of the East Devon Pebblebed Heathlands and
Bystock Pools Nature Reserve. Lunch at Otterton Mill. Afternoon walk
through Stantyway Farm to the Jurassic Coast. Late afternoon at
leisure. Evening beaver watching. O/n SYON HOUSE, B, L.

Day 3

Early morning transfer to the next hotel. Late morning visit to Hookney
Tor and Grimspound, followed by Challacombe Farm with a picnic
lunch. Introduction to the wildlife friendly farm with the owners.
Afternoon Cream Tea and walk to Wistman’s Wood followed by a return
to the hotel for some leisure time. Evening excursion to Buckfastleigh
to watch the emergence of greater horseshoe bats. O/n THE
MOORLAND HOTEL, B, L (Cream Tea).

Day 4

Morning transfer to Brixham for a four-hour boat trip in search of
dolphins, porpoises, seals, seabirds and other marine life. Lunch at a
local restaurant in Brixham. Afternoon walk at Berry Head National
Nature Reserve. Late evening visit to Bovey Heathfield Nature Reserve.
O/n THE MOORLAND HOTEL, B, L

Day 5

Day to explore Exmoor National Park. Dinner at a family farmhouse in
Stoodleigh followed by evening badger watching and photography. Late
evening return to hotel. O/n THE MOORLAND HOTEL, B, L

Day 6

Morning visit to Yarner Wood and Emsworthy Mire Reserves and
nearby Tors and historic features. Return to hotel and departure in the
afternoon. B.

Tour Leader: Mike

Langman

Mike Langman is a
naturalist, tour leader, bird
artist and recorder and
lecturer who specialises
in the natural history of his
home county of Devon.
Joining a Torbay school
YOC
(Young
Ornithologists
Club)
group at the age of 11,
Mike’s eye for detail was
soon acknowledged, he
became a junior leader at
14 and started to lead
RSPB outings at 16! He
worked at RSPB HQ at
Sandy for 9 years 19821991 in the exhibitions unit and then as Young Ornithologists Club (RSPB junior
section) activities organiser this included holidays, days out and roadshows throughout
the UK.
He returned to Devon in 1992 as a professional bird artist (73 published titles),
wildlife/bird guide, speaker and served as volunteer Devon Bird recorder for nearly 10
years. Mike has an extraordinary knowledge of Devon’s wildlife and natural history and
loves to share his knowledge and enthusiasm with others. Mike has an extensive
knowledge of all wildlife groups from mammals and sea life to orchids and butterflies
and has been leading tours and guided walks throughout Devon for over 40 years. His
favorite patch is the spectacular Berry Head National Nature Reserve where here
regularly records the movements of dolphins and porpoises, observes the rare plant
and insect life and finds many scarce migratory birds. Over his 40 years watching this
site he has found many exciting species including a Yelkouan Shearwater, the first
record for Britain. He continues to be involved in local conservation projects in South
Devon and initiated a Cirl Bunting winter-feeding station in Torbay nearly 20 years ago
which he still maintains to this day.

Tour Leader: Chris

Townend

Chris has lived in Devon for half
his life and for the last ten years
he has lived in Budleigh
Salterton with his partner Helen
where he is most often to be
found on his local patch, the
Otter Estuary. Here, he enjoys
his two great passions in life,
birding and mammal watching!
Chris has spent the last six
years studying the local Beaver
population on the River Otter
and during the Summer
months he is most often found
on the river watching for the
first appearance of beaver kits
or looking for new beaver sites. Chris’s other passion is birds and he has found a
number of exciting birds on his patch over the years including exciting flocks of 13 Beeeaters and 20 Glossy Ibis to single Bonaparte’s Gull and Spotted Crake.
Chris has travelled throughout Europe, North and South America, Asia and his
favourite continent, Africa, all following his passion for wildlife and conservation. He
was employed by the RSPB for 7 years and based at the RSPB’s HQ at Sandy for
most of that time, in species protection. Here he was part of a team working to combat
bird of prey persecution, illegal trade in birds and egg collecting. He then moved to
Devon and worked on cirl buntings for 3 years including a year spent managing the cirl
bunting re-introduction project.
Now, Chris works full time as a guide for his own wildlife watching company as well as
taking time to develop new itineraries with Reef and Rainforest. He has led wildlife
watching holidays for over 20 years and he is very much a people person keen to share
knowledge and ensure that tours are full of wildlife, humour and good quality cakes
and puddings!

Devon Wildlife in Summer
Sun

Arrive at Syon House in the late afternoon before 5pm.
In the late afternoon, our local naturalist guide will meet us at the hotel
to discuss the plans for the evening. We will then self-drive to a local
pub for dinner at around 6pm. (Dinner is at your own expense).
At approximately 7pm, after
a short self-drive we enjoy a
gentle walk along the
beautiful River Otter to a
site of recent beaver
activity. Along the way we
are likely to see our first
signs of beaver activity
including gnawed branches
and slides into the river. We
will keep our eyes peeled
for kingfisher, dipper, grey
wagtail and leaping fish.
We settle down at a spot
along the riverbank and wait
in hope for a memorable
sighting of one of the
resident beaver families.
Since at least 2008 there
has been a population of
Eurasian beavers living wild
on the River Otter in East
Devon. Their origin remains
unknown but in 2014
evidence of breeding was
confirmed and in 2015 the
Devon
Wildlife
Trust
launched a five-year trial to monitor the population and their effect on
the landscape.
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In August of 2020, the
UK government granted
the River Otter beaver
population
legal
permission
to
stay,
making it the first place in
England to host wild
beavers in over 400
years.
Beavers are the second
largest rodents in the world, weighing up to 38kg. They are best known
for their dam building which is why they are often referred to as
ecosystem engineers and keystone species.
The beavers feed on
aquatic and waterside
vegetation
in
the
summer and on bark by
coppicing nearby trees
and shrubs in the winter
which all increases light
and habitat mosaics
benefiting a whole range
of flora and fauna. Their
dams also hold sediment
which improves water quality, creates habitat for salmon and trout, and
reduces the risk of downstream flooding.
The success of the project has highlighted the many positive impacts of
the beavers’ presence, not only the health of the river ecosystem and
its biodiversity but also on natural flood prevention, water quality
improvement
and
benefits
to
local
businesses
and
communities. News of
this
very
rare
conservation success
story captivated the
world’s media and
was featured on the
BBC World Service,
the Washington Post,
World
Economic
Forum and Al Jazeera to name a few.
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Beavers are nocturnal and crepuscular mammals, usually emerging
from their lodges around an hour or two before dusk to give us a great
viewing opportunity. We
may stay watching the
beavers until dark, so
please bring a torch with
you for the walk back to
the vehicle. After more
observation, we will
return
to
our
accommodation late in
the evening.
NB: Every effort will be made to provide beaver sightings but, as with all
wildlife, sightings and photographic opportunities cannot be guaranteed
(although we have a high chance). (No meals are included today)
O/n SYON HOUSE. Situated on the edge of the quaint village of East
Budleigh and within a few minutes of the River Otter and its famous
beavers, Syon House is the perfect base for exploring scenic East
Devon. Each room is thoughtfully and distinctively decorated and
features comfortable Egyptian cotton sheets and amenities including a
flat screen TV and tea and coffee facilities. The hotel is located within
spacious grounds, often visited by the local badgers, and there are two
friendly dogs in attendance. Please note that evening and lunch time
meals are not usually available but there are a range of local pubs and
restaurants in the area.
Mon

After breakfast we take a short self-drive (10 minutes) to the East Devon
Pebblebed Heathlands. NB: The sites and itinerary today will remain
flexible to allow for
weather conditions and
recent sightings.
Perhaps start with a walk
at Devon Wildlife Trust’s
Bystock Pools Nature
Reserve where we pass
through
lily
ponds,
woodland, heathland and
meadows, all rich in plant and insect life. Depending on weather
conditions, we may see various dragonflies and damselflies including
emperor, downy emerald, and golden-ringed dragonflies.
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We will also pass
through
a
rich
wildflower
meadow
and
reach
the
Pebblebed
heathlands which are
of
international
importance for their
rare flora and fauna
and designated a
Special Area of Conservation.
This landscape has a
long history of human
occupation and land
use dating back to
prehistoric
people
who built ancient
cairns and barrows.
We will look out for
basking reptiles and
butterflies and the
iconic Dartford warbler, one of the specialty birds of the dry heathland
habitat and known for its rambling, rattling song.
Around mid-day we will self-drive to the quaint village of Otterton with
its thatched roofs and cob and brick cottages. We will then enjoy a lunch
at the historic Otterton Mill, which has been the site of a working
watermill since 1086 and is mentioned in the Doomsday Book.
In the afternoon we will
take a gentle walk at
Stantyway
Organic
Farm, on the outskirts of
Otterton,
where
the
wildlife friendly farming
practices
and
thick
hedgerows
have
benefitted local wildlife.
We wend our way
through
a
286-acre
mixed arable and dairy landscape, arriving at a spectacular viewpoint
over the Jurassic Coast. As we walk alongside the fields we will hope to
spot brown hare, linnet, skylark and cirl bunting for which the site is
particularly important.
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During the walk we will learn how the land use has helped the once
declining and nationally rare cirl bunting to bounce back on the farm.
There will be some great vantage points over the coast where we may
spot passing fulmars or peregrines and can admire the geology of the
impressive cliffs.

Return to the hotel in late afternoon for some time at leisure before an
early dinner (not included) at a local pub and a second evening of
beaver watching on the River Otter. (Breakfast and lunch are included
today) O/n SYON HOUSE, B, L.
Tue

After a leisurely breakfast and time to pack we will self-drive
(approximately 45 minutes’ drive) from Syon House to our next base at
the Moorland Haytor Hotel.
On arrival at the Hotel, we will meet Mike our, tour leader for the next
half of the tour and have a tea and coffee break and drop off our luggage
before setting off around mid-morning to explore Dartmoor National
Park.
We will first self-drive (25-30 minutes) to the granite rocks of Hookney
Tor which stands at 497 meters above sea level and on a clear day
provides a stunning view over the landscapes of Dartmoor. It is a short
(10 minute) but moderately steep walk from the road to the summit
passing the Bronze Age settlement of Grimspound.
We will then explore the valley bottom at Challacombe Farm, where we
will meet with the owners Mark and Naomi (outdoors) for an introduction
to the history and wildlife friendly management of this diverse site.
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Challacombe
comprises
a
mixture of heather moorland
around the disused Birch and
Vitifor mines, rough grassland
often carpeted by bluebells in
the spring, woodland, scrub and
ponds.
However, its hay meadows and
wet rhos pasture habitat are of
greatest wildlife importance.
Dartmoor supports around 20%
of this endangered UK habitat
and Challacombe provides a
rare example. Rhos pasture is a
boggy mire full of Devil’s bit
scabious, marsh marigold,
orchids, bog bean and many
more plants which in turn attract
rare insects such as the marsh
and
small
pearl-bordered
fritillary, narrow-bordered bee
hawkmoth (May and June) and
bog and microdon (a bee mimic)
hoverflies.
The bog hoverfly is so rare that
at one stage it was thought
extinct, before thankfully being
rediscovered here where it
feeds on bog bean, kingcups, and bog asphodel.
During our walk we will also look out for the upland bird life of this region
which includes cuckoo, raven, redstart, spotted flycatcher, willow
warbler, skylark, meadow pipit, stonechat and winchat. We will enjoy a
local packed lunch in the meadows of Challacombe, before setting off
on a scenic drive (approx. 17 minutes) across Dartmoor to the Two
Bridges Hotel for an afternoon Cream Tea.
On the way we may have time for a quick stop at the Warren House Inn,
famous for its folklore and fire that has been burning continuously since
1845.
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After our Cream Tea we will set off for a one-and-a-half-mile walk
(across some uneven and rocky terrain) along the West Dart river valley
to the ancient Wistman’s Wood. This is one of Dartmoor’s most
enchanting and special woods. Sitting at an altitude of just over 400
metres, it is one of
Britain’s highest oak
woods and a Site of
Special
Scientific
Interest.
There is a unique feel to
Wistman’s Wood with its
stunted and gnarled
English
oak
trees
growing no more than 20
feet high. The twisted branches are smothered with lichens, mosses
and liverworts and huge granite boulders known as clatter deposits
create an almost rainforest atmosphere. There are numerous myths and
legends associated with the wood and it is thought to have been one of
the last sites for ancient Druid rituals.
After time set aside for
peaceful contemplation of
this mysterious woodland,
we walk back along the
valley keeping an eye out for
upland birds and plants. We
will then drive back to the
hotel for some time at leisure
and dinner.
After dinner, for those interested,
we self-drive (20 minutes) to the
village of Buckfast to witness the
emergence and dispersal of
hundreds of greater horseshoe bats
at dusk. The greater horseshoe is
one of Britain’s rarest and largest
bat species with southern Dartmoor
their UK stronghold. There is a maternity roost of around 1,500 bats in
the local caves which represents 25% of the UK population. We will wait
for the bats to emerge and begin hunting over the nearby fields. Certain
green lanes have become regular bat flight paths along which we can
enjoy sightings. (Breakfast, lunch, and a cream tea are included today)
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O/n
THE
MOORLAND
HOTEL, HAYTOR B, L.
Well situated within 11 acres
of landscaped paddocks and
woodlands at the base of the
iconic
Haytor
within
Dartmoor National Park, the
Moorland Hotel is full of
history having had many
famous faces pass through
its doors including Agatha
Christie and Sir Tommy
Flowers. The hotel offers 35
modern and comfortable
rooms, most with views
towards
the
nearby
moorland or woodland. The
Conservatory
restaurant
offers a tasty local menu with
views as far as Torbay in the
distance.
Wed

This morning we set off early
after breakfast (around
0800) on a self-drive (45
minutes) to the historic
fishing village of Brixham on
the western side of Torbay.
We then join a dedicated
dolphin and marine life boat
cruise into Lyme Bay. In
recent years, the South
Devon coast has seen a very
welcome increase in the population of short-beaked common dolphins
and harbour porpoises.
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We will spend around four hours offshore searching Torbay, Labrador
Bay and Lyme Bay (exact locations depending on recent sightings) for
pods of dolphins, porpoises, grey seals, seabirds, and other marine and
coastal wildlife.
As with all wildlife,
potential
sightings
and views of dolphin
behaviour cannot be
guaranteed but we
stand
very
high
chances
of
memorable
encounters
with
playful
common
dolphins,
harbour
porpoises,
and
inquisitive grey seals.
In June, flocks of
guillemots, razorbills,
gannets, and fulmars
are
often
encountered
and
there are increasing
numbers of thresher
and blue sharks,
bluefin tuna, minke whales and bottle-nosed dolphins in the region. In
some years, a pod of white-beaked dolphins has also been seen in the
region, but they can range over a wide area so we can never be sure of
an encounter.
Once back in Brixham we have a traditional and sustainably sourced
fish and chips lunch (other options also available) at a local restaurant
before self-driving (10 minutes) up the road to the spectacular Berry
Head
National
Nature
Reserve.
We spend most of the
afternoon exploring the
coastal headland which will
be full of wildflower colour at
this time of year and
buzzing with insect life.
We will hopefully spot the rare small blue butterfly and a range of cricket,
grasshopper, beetle and day flying moth species.
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The headland is well
known for its birdlife and is
home to a large nesting
colony of guillemots and a
few pairs of razorbill and
fulmar. Cirl buntings are
another speciality of the
reserve and, due to its
location, many visiting
birds make first and last
landfall here, so it is a good spot to see migrant birds.
Along the walk we will learn about the fascinating geological history of
the site and enjoy the panoramic coastal views. In the late afternoon we
return self-driving (55 minutes) to the Edgemoor Hotel for some free
time and dinner.

In the evening (for those interested) we will self-drive (10 minutes) down
the road to Devon Wildlife Trust’s Bovey Heathfield Nature Reserve.
This is a small lowland heathland site with a staggering biodiversity.
Yellowhammers and stonechats are common, and we may be lucky to
see some reptiles such as adder, slow worm, common lizard or grass
snake or amphibians such as palmate newts around the ponds.
Insect life includes the dazzling green hairstreak butterfly, various
dragonflies, impressive green tiger beetles and the wonderful heath
potter wasp known for
creating beautiful pot
nests on heather in
which they raise their
young.
As dusk falls, we will
listen and watch for the
display
flights
of
European
nightjars.
(Breakfast and lunch
only are included today)
O/n THE MOORLAND HOTEL, HAYTOR B, L.
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Thu

This morning we set off
for a longer self-drive
(approx. 1 hour 30
minutes) to Exmoor
National Park. Exmoor
provides
a
rolling
landscape of heather
moorland,
ancient
woodland and clear
water rivers. We will
focus some of our time
around Dunkerey Hill
which, at 519 metres
above sea level, is the highest point on Exmoor. Here we can enjoy farreaching views on a clear day across the rolling landscape to the distant
Bristol Channel.
The nearby moorland and
ancient woodlands are a
stronghold for Exmoor’s
majestic red deer and
semi-feral herds of iconic
Exmoor
ponies,
an
ancient breed.
Red deer have survived
on
Exmoor
since
prehistoric times and are
Britain’s largest land
mammal,
weighing
between 90kg and 190kg.
The stags are particularly
impressive with their
antlers growing at this
time of year ready for the
rut in October. We will
hope to see herds of red
deer and possibly also roe and fallow deer from vantage points and on
walks through the moorland and woodland edge.
Exmoor ponies, one of the UK’s oldest and hardiest pony breeds, have
been present on Exmoor since at least 1096 when they were recorded
in the Doomsday Book. There are around 500 Exmoor ponies living in
a semi-feral (free roaming) state on Exmoor, but all are actually owned
and managed mostly by locals. These ponies have some morphological
similarities to the ancient wild horse known as tarpan, once found across
much of North West Europe, but it is thought that the two are not directly
related.
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The Exmoors have shaggy winter coats and were bred by hill farmers
for cart pulling, riding, and shepherding.
We will also take a short amble through nearby Horner Woods, a
beautiful example of ancient wood pasture where both red deer and
Exmoor ponies shelter during bouts of bad weather.
Wood warblers, pied
flycatchers, and rare
heath and high brown
fritillaries (on the wing
from mid-June onwards)
all make this rich habitat
their home.
In the late afternoon we
self-drive (50 minutes)
south to the rolling hills of mid Devon. We will first have dinner (at your
own expense) at a local pub before making our way to a local farm and
then enjoying a pleasant woodland walk to the Devon Badger Watch
Hide. We have exclusive use of the purpose-built hide for a memorable
and intimate evening watching and photographing badgers, often as
close as a few metres away.
For most of the
year, the badgers
here emerge from
their setts during
daylight hours, but
floodlights will be
provided if they do
decide to emerge
later in the evening.
Once the badgers
have left us (usually
after an hour and a
quarter) we return to
our vehicle. The
walk back from the hide in the dark is around 500 metres and passes
through woodland and fields, so please bring a torch, either hand held
or headtorch. We then self-drive back (50 minutes) to the hotel for the
night. (Breakfast, and a packed lunch are included today) O/n THE
MOORLAND HOTEL, HAYTOR B, L.
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Fri

This morning we visit Yarner Wood, three minutes’ self-drive from our
hotel. Yarner is an excellent example of the western sessile oak
woodlands which once covered much of Devon and Cornwall. The wood
comprises old oaks, rowans and birches and is rich in mosses, lichens,
and ferns with a forest floor rich in bilberry. Yarner is part of the East
Dartmoor Woods and Heaths National Nature Reserve and provides a
refuge for many fast-declining woodland bird and insect species.
During our walk we
look for the striking
pied
flycatcher,
colourful redstart and
– with luck –the
elusive lesser spotted
woodpecker, among
other bird species.
We also pass many
enormous red wood
ant colonies and may
spot pearl-bordered
fritillaries along the
woodland rides and
edges.
We then self-drive a
short distance across
Dartmoor,
passing
the impressive Hay
Tor to Devon Wildlife
Trust’s
Emsworthy
Mire Nature Reserve.
Here we will take a
gentle walk past old
dry-stone walls and
rugged
Dartmoor
ponies
to
an
abandoned moorland
farm. Depending on
the recent weather
we may be treated to
the sight of a late
carpet of bluebells in the old field system. This is also a good location
to find cuckoo, redstart, adder and – in the valley mire – the round-leafed
sundew, tiny carnivorous plants covered with glues and acids that trap
unsuspecting insects.
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We may have time for a short stop or walk to see other local features
and historic sites before making our way back to the hotel to collect
luggage and say farewell around 1300. B. (Breakfast only is included
today).

Minimum group size is six guests, with a maximum also of six, plus the tour leader.
Start Date
Sunday, 06th June 2021
Sunday, 13th June 2021
Sunday, 20th June 2021

Adult Price

Single Supplement

£ 893
£ 893
£ 893

£ 336
£ 336
£ 336

*Dates in July, August and September coming soon.
Included in the above price: All accommodation in double/twin rooms; all daily meals
as described; (B = Breakfast, L = Packed Lunch); guided activities with a local naturalist
guide (a different local guide will look after the group from the Tuesday for the central
Devon section), contribution to help fund the Devon Wildlife Trust and financial
protection through Towergate Chapman.
Not included: Travel to and from Devon and between all the sites (self-driving is
required); car parking charges, tips; other meals not included drinks; items of a
personal nature; any activities marked as OPTIONAL and travel insurance.
*Prices subject to possible revision. Please call 01803 866965 if you have any queries,
would like to secure your place on the tour, and/or if you would like to extend the tour
to include other locations in Devon on a tailor-made basis.
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Please Note: For this year, participants will be required to self-drive themselves
between all of the sites. Details of each site will be given along with phone numbers in
case of any problems and car parking spaces will be arranged as best they can at each
site. There will be a few long transfers (maximum 1 hour 30 minutes), some of which
will at times be along winding and slow B-roads. These transfers will however add to
your experience of Devon and enable you to see much more of the county and its
different landscapes.
Please Note: This itinerary involves walking along woodland, heathland and moorland
trails which can be uneven and slippery in places. There will also be some late evening
walks finishing in the dark, so a torch is essential. Although all walks will be taken at a
leisurely pace, the tour is not suitable for those with mobility problems.
Please Note: The boat trip we are booked on from Brixham will be subject to the
weather conditions at the time and may have to be rescheduled for another day in the
tour. If we are unable to run the trip, then a refund will be offered for the price of the
boat trip.
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IMPORTANT NOTES TO ACCOMPANY THE ABOVE ITINERARY
NB: This itinerary involves a couple of long overland transfers. The overland transfers however will add to your
experience of Devon and enable you to see much more of the county and its different landscapes.
NB: The above itinerary and its quoted price are based on specific hotels. Should there be insufficient availability
at the time of booking, or if the hotels over-book their rooms alternative hotels and lodges of a similar standard may
have to be booked instead, in which case the itinerary and/or price may change.
NB: The quoted price for the above itinerary is based on current hotel and transportation costs. These (and other
tour costs) may be subject to unanticipated increases beyond our control at short notice, either before or after you
have booked the tour, in which case the price would need to be revised accordingly.
NB: Prices are based on standard rooms unless otherwise stated in the itinerary. Should you wish to upgrade
please let us know.
NB: All itineraries are subject to change without notice to consider possible schedule changes caused by weather
conditions and recent sightings which can take place before the departure date or during the tour, and other
operational factors.
NB: Once the tour has been booked and a deposit paid, any further changes initiated by the client may be subject
to additional charges.
NB: Inclusive tours and excursions as stated in the itinerary will have been pre-paid. Once full payment has been
made and/or clients are actually at their destination, should clients be disinclined to partake of any inclusive tour or
excursion, no refunds will be possible.
NB: Some service providers may require that guests sign an indemnity waiver form and may refuse services if
these forms are not signed. Reef and Rainforest Tours cannot give refunds for services not provided due to a
refusal to sign such forms.
NB: Excursions marked as ‘Optional’ are not included in the price.
NB: This tour involves some travel in remote areas. This adds to the adventure and increases the opportunity to
enjoy a true wildlife experience. However, due to terrain, weather, road conditions, and other factors beyond our
control, some elements of the tour may have to be altered. Times of some activities may need to changed or even
cancelled due to the conditions. If an activity is cancelled it will usually be replaced with an alternative activity that
is more appropriate for the conditions. Advance notice will be given for any changes where possible, although at
times changes may need to be made whilst the tour is in progress.
NB: With any trip involving wildlife it is impossible to guarantee a sighting, but each trip is designed around known
habitats. Every effort will be made to ensure a sighting, but cannot be held responsible if no sighting is made due
to the wildlife itself, weather, or any other elements beyond our control.
NB: Many of our tours visit areas off the beaten track, and therefore far from medical and other services. Most trails
are very easy to moderate but can be slippery in places after recent rainfall particularly. Bookings will only be
accepted on the understanding that the client accepts Reef and Rainforest Tours has done everything in its power
to ensure there are no difficulties, but has no control over standards of some footpaths, trails or equipment,
available.
NB: Before and after booking, clients must familiarise themselves with current UK Foreign and Commonwealth
Office (FCO) travel advisories so as to satisfy themselves as to the suitability of the destination(s) to be visited in
this itinerary. All decisions relating to the tour will be based on UK FCO advisories, and not those of any other
countries' governments. In the event of any emergency or other problem encountered in the destination, it is
advisable if appropriate to contact the local UK Embassy, High Commission or Consulate for assistance. The FCO
in London also has dedicated telephone call centres: Crisis Management Dept - 0207 008 5335 (during UK office
hours), and Global Response Centre - 0207 008 1500 (out of UK office hours).
NB: It is a condition of booking that full travel insurance including Emergency Medical Repatriation and Covid-19
insurance is taken out by each person travelling. We ask that you send us a photo/fax/electronic copy of your policy
document together with the 24hr medical assistance telephone number issued by your insurer.

